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Nicaragua rebellion
ever more in the open
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By L.A. Jolidon -'
USA TODAY

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras
— The ClA-backed ‘‘secret
war,” piting Nicaraguan exj
A MK Indie aea
Sandinista regime in Managua,
is Jess secret all the time.

CIA agen i
el incursions from bases ip-
side _Honduras, but officials
here routinely denv the exis

tence of the contras’ cam .

“I haven't seen them,” a
Honduran politician said ner-
vously. )

Leaders of the FDN (Nation-
al Democratic Front), the larg-
est contra force, are a common
sight — along with U.S. mili-
tary and intelligence personnel
— ai the Hotel Maya here.

FDN president and com-
mander-inchief Adolfo Calero
ticks off the names of towns
“occupied,” numbers of arms
captured and skirmishes won,
He also says Sandinista casual-
ties far exceed fallen rebels.

“They can't stop our incur- |

sions,” he says, “or those of
(Eden) Pastore,” commander
of another rebel force based in
Costa Rica. “They can't push us
out or eliminate us. We're hurt-
ing them, and badly.”
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Counting 15astora’s frbops t-
and several thousand ‘Mis °

‘uras,” ‘Miskito Indians who

have taken up arms against the
Sandinistas, the anti-Sandinista
rebels total about 15,000. Cur- |
rent CIA strategy reportedly !
calls for.increasing the
strength to 18.000. Pastora, or -
“Commander Zero,” heads the
Revolutionary Democratic Al-
liance, or ARDE for its Spanish
initials which operates along
the border with Costa Rica.

U.S. policy-makers argue the -

Tebels pressure Nicaragua's”

junta to expel Cuban advisers, =
hold free elections and halt-

Support for leftist insurgents in
- El Salvador.

While the US. administra--
tion denies it seeks to over--
throw' the Sandinista regime, -
Calero, a University of Notre:
Dame law graduate, and other :
rebel leaders don't mask their -
intentions. :

Bright blue-and-white bump--.
er stickers given to visitors at.
FDN headquarters here read: '

“1983: Grenada. :

1984: Nicaragua.”



